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New Procedure Code for Communication Specialist
Services

ODP Announcement 24-125

AUDIENCE:

Individuals and Families, Providers, Administrative Entities (AEs), Supports Coordination

Organizations (SCOs), Other Interested Parties

PURPOSE:

This announcement is to notify stakeholders of an upcoming change to the Communication
Specialist procedure code. Effective January 1, 2025, the current procedure code T1013

(Communication Specialist) will be replaced with W1748. The new code will retain the same

provider types, specialties, and edits.

DISCUSSION:

Effective January 1, 2025, the Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) will transition the
current procedure code T1013 (Communication Specialist) to a new procedure code,
W1748. The new W1748 code will maintain the same provider types, specialties, and edits

currently associated with T1013.
Supports Coordinator (SC)/SCO ACTION:

Starting January 1, 2025, SCs and AEs will transition waiver service lines from procedure

code T1013 to the new procedure code W1748 for Communication Specialist services.
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For Supports Coordinators:

1. Update Individual Support Plans (ISPs):

o Supports Coordinators will need to update the ISP to reflect the
transition from T1013 to W1748. These updates can be made both
before and after January 1, 2025. The adjustments should allocate 50%

of the total fiscal year amounts and units to each segment.

o 50% of the total fiscal year amounts and units should remain authorized

with T1013.

o 50% of the total fiscal year amounts and units should be allocated to

W1748.

o Ensure that the combined totals (amounts and units) for T1013 and

W1748 equal the original authorized totals before the ISP adjustment.

2. Tracking ISP Updates:

o Use the ‘ISP Approved’ report to monitor all plans.

For Administrative Entities:

o Ensure that all providers are aware of the upcoming changes and are
prepared to use the new procedure code W1748 starting January 1,

2025.

o Work closely with providers to transition from T1013 to W1748 for

Communication Specialist services.
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For Providers:

o Service offerings and new contracts have been established for existing
providers under the new procedure code W1748. Existing providers are
not required to take any additional steps to continue their services.
However, starting January 1, 2025, they must bill through PROMISe using
the new procedure code W1748.

New Procedure Code, Provider Type, Specialty, and Modifier:

Procedure Provider
Name of Service Specialty Modifier
Code Type
w1748 Communication Specialist 58 582
W1748 Communication Specialist-
Enhanced Communication Service 58 582 Uil
(ECS)
W1748 Communication Specialist 58 583
w1748 Communication Specialist-ECS 58 583 Ul
CONTACT:

Questions can be sent to ra-odpdeafservices@pa.gov.
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